The sections on maxillofacial prosthetics, regional chemotherapy, medical and terminal care form an excellent epilogue and should be read by all. In the last named a reference to the work of Cicely M Saunders (1967, Ann. roy. Coll. Surg. Engl. 41, 162) The rapid development of contemporary psychiatry both in its clinical and therapeutic applications, as well as in the basic biological and behavioural sciences from which it can expect to gain so much in the future, has made it an urgent matter to provide suitable and relevant texts for both the undergraduate and postgraduate student. The traditional standard works oriented towards the syndrome psychiatry of thirty years ago no longer suffice. The subject has developed both in its theoretical base and in its practical applications, and in diverse directions, so that it is no longer possible to provide a coherent account using a single model and a unified orientation. Psychiatry now depends increasingly upon the development of the sciences of behaviour, which are the concern of biologically oriented workers on the one hand and of psychologically and sociologically oriented workers on the other. Yet in neither field has a coherent and generally accepted body of knowledge appeared. The object of this massive volume is to chart out the field, to attempt to be comprehensive and to provide the student with guidance for his further studies.
Nothing quite like this has been attempted before, for the editors have devised this book for both the undergraduate and the postgraduate student and have attempted a comprehensive account not only of clinical psychiatry and its subspecialties but also of the new knowledge of behavioural science which in their opinion 'is not to be viewed as a kind of intellectual veneer to cover the student's rough edges', but as a fundamental prerequisite of clinical competence. The book is divided into eleven areas of major study, each subdivided into chapters and these in turn into subsections, each with its author chosen for his original contributions to the subject and for his acknowledged expertise. As a result Freedman and Kaplan have been able to compile in one volume, with a comprehensive and a prestructured design, the unique contributions of over 170 authors, among them many of the most distinguished names in American psychiatry. The consequent massing of data, the varying orienta-tion of different writers and the sustained eclecticism of the editors may bewilder the student whose objectivity and sophistication are not sufficiently developed and who looks -as all students dofor didactic teaching and clear direction. To aid him the editors provide a general statement of the status of a particular topic as an introduction to each main area of study and, at the end of each subsection of a chapter, a list of cross references to other parts of the book. Inevitably the contributions vary in quality and in the extent to which the authors have accepted the invitation to develop their own contributions 'in depth'. The reference lists to some sections could with great advantage have been substantially increased, and the reader feels the lack of an author index at the end of the volume. Nevertheless, this book provides under one cover a great range of information and opinion and will remain a source of reference for student and teacher alike which is not readily available elsewhere.
DENIS HILL
Cross-Reacting Antigens and Neoantigens (with implications for autoimmunity and cancer immunity) Conference sponsored by the Committee on Tissue Transplantation, Division of Medical Sciences, National Academy of Sciences, National Research Council, Washington, [14] [15] This book contains the papers given at a conference in Washington DC on immunological cross-reactions and their relevance to studies on autoimmune (or more properly auto-allergic) disorders and to studies on specific antigens of tumours. It marks a new level of sophistication in such investigations and ought to be compulsory reading for anyone working on cancer immunology. Many of the contributors discuss the complications which cross-reactions may cause in experiments on the neoantigens which are often found in tumours induced by viruses or by certain chemicals. Other papers illustrate the great difficulty of such investigations as those on the relevance of the cross-reactions between streptococcal antigens and antigens of the heart musculature in the pathogenesis of rheumatic fever.
Apart from the formal papers, this book also contains the discussion which followed each paper and, for once, the practice of printing these discussions is thoroughly justified. Many of the remarks made in the discussion throw a great deal oflight on some very difficult problems.
